
HOW TO BECOME AN INDENDENT LEARNER

Teachers have a responsibility to help students become confident in their own abilities and to help them take more responsibility for their own learning, that is to say, a student’s education should always be directed toward helping him or her become an independent learner.


Very often, students’ learning problems involve their study habits in doing homework, preparing for a test, and using their textbook.


Here are some tips that can a help a student become an independent learner:

a. Doing homework
Many students may understand the class discussion of a topic yet cannot do their homework independently. As soon as these students encounter a problem they find difficult, they are likely to stop working. The suggestions that follow can help students learn how to do their homework.
1. Take notes in class so you can use your notebook as a reference when doing problems at home. Before your teacher o another student explains a problem in class, write the problem in your notebook. Then listen to the explanation to the solution. Try not to take notes while the explanation is being given, but listen carefully. When the explanation is finished, write the process and the solution in your notebook.

2. Read the material preceding the exercises in the textbook and be sure to study the book’s examples. Go over the notes you made in class

3. Before starting your homework, review the assignment from the previous day. Pay particular attention to those exercises you could not solve. Are you now able to solve them?

4. Remember, there can be more than one way to do a mathematics problem. If the first method you try does not work, try another method.
b. Preparing for a test
Most preparation for tests actually takes place through daily homework assignments and class work. The preparation for a test should not take place only on the night before. The following are some suggestions for students when preparing for a test.
1. Review the meanings of the boldface words in the book.

2. Work the examples in the textbook or notebook by covering up each solution and writing out your solution. Then see if you have the right answer.
3. Review your notebook by doing exercises

4. Do the chapter review exercises

5. Pick out the problems from your homework that you tried to work but did not get correct. Can you do them now?

6. Have another student make up a problem for you to do. Then make up one for him or her. Explain your solutions to one another. 
c. Using textbooks effectively
The following strategies can help students use their textbook effectively:

1. Be an active reader: When you read an example in the book, write out the solution in your notebook and study it. In doing so, you will understand why certain steps are needed. Check the calculations and look up the meanings of any symbols you do not understand.
2. Learn the boldface words and their meaning. Look up the words you do not understand in the Glossary or in the Index at the back of the book.
3. Describe to someone else how a problem in the book was solved. Be sure to use the correct mathematical terms.
