ASFG Middle School Writing Rubric 2005-2006


	IDEAS/CONTENT

--Communicating my understanding of the topic, including relevant examples, facts, anecdotes and details--
5 - INDEPENDENT:   My ideas …

· are always clear, focused, and controlled

· are interesting and hold the reader’s attention throughout

· are well-developed and supported by relevant and accurate details that are carefully selected for my audience and purpose
· provide a thorough, balanced exploration or explanation of the topic

· make insightful connections

4 - PROFICIENT:   My ideas …
· have a clearly identifiable purpose

· engage the reader’s attention at times 

· have supporting details that are relevant and accurate, but that may be limited in places or not always suitable for my audience and purpose

· explore or explain the topic appropriately, although details may occasionally be out of balance with the main idea(s) 

· make some connections

3 - CONNECTING:   My ideas …
· have an identifiable purpose but that may be overly obvious or simplistic
· attempt to be interesting at times
· provide limited, overly general, or slightly off-topic supporting details
· attempt to explore or explain the topic in a limited manner
· have difficulty making connections

2 - DEVELOPING:   My ideas …

· have a purpose that may be difficult for the reader to identify
· may not be very interesting
· have minimal development in terms of insufficient, irrelevant, inaccurate, or repetitious details
· provide a minimal exploration/explanation of the topic 

· presents unclear or questionable connections

1 - EMERGING:   My ideas …
· lack a central idea or purpose

· do not attempt to be interesting

· provide minimal or no supporting details

· are too short to demonstrate the development of an idea or appropriately explore the topic
· do not attempt to make relevant connections
	ORGANIZATION

--Structuring my information in a logical order, making connections and transitions among ideas, sentences and paragraphs--
5 - INDEPENDENT:   My organization …

· presents an inviting introduction that draws the reader in 

· has an effective order that makes sense & is easy to follow

· places details where they work well to support my idea(s)

· provides smooth transitions that tie together ideas, sentences, and paragraphs

· proposes a well-developed conclusion that goes beyond a simple re-statement of ideas

4 - PROFICIENT:   My organization …

· presents an introduction but one which may not be especially inviting

· has a clear and functional order 

· places details where they fit in most cases
· provide transitions that work but they may be awkward or common

· proposes a functional conclusion but one which may be repetitive or ordinary

3 - CONNECTING:   My organization …

· presents a recognizable introduction that may either be too short or too obvious

· attempts to put ideas in order, but it is sometimes unclear

· places certain details out of context

· provides a limited number of transitional words that are used too many times
· has a conclusion, but it may be either too short or obvious 
2 - DEVELOPING:   My organization …
· presents an undeveloped introduction

· makes some attempts to put ideas in order, but the order is difficult to follow and the reader has to reread certain sections
· places details somewhat randomly

· provides few or no transitions; when present they are ineffective or overused 

· has a conclusion that is either undeveloped or simply restates previous ideas
1 - EMERGING:   My organization …

· presents a minimally recognizable introduction
· holds the writing together in an arbitrary or disjointed manner; even after rereading, the reader is still confused

· places details wherever, which probably causes my reader to be confused

· provides few or no transitions 
· presents a minimal conclusion or no conclusion
	VOICE

--Expressing my ideas in an engaging and credible way for my audience and purpose--
5 - INDEPENDENT:   My voice …

· shows my enthusiastic  involvement in the topic
· illustrates a strong sense of my purpose 
· exhibits an appropriate level of closeness to (or distance from) the audience, pulling them in when appropriate 

· projects a strong, confident tone, which reflects my knowledge and inspires the trust of my readers

· brings the topic to life for the reader through various techniques
4 - PROFICIENT:   My voice …

· shows my involvement with the topic and may show enthusiasm at times

· indicates my purpose appropriately
· exhibits an inconsistent level of closeness (or distance from) the audience

· is generally confident

· uses various literary methods to interest the reader (when appropriate)

3 - CONNECTING:   My voice …

· may be out of balance, showing either too personal or impersonal involvement in the topic
· attempts to show my purpose, but does so inconsistently

· exhibits some awareness of my audience

· projects confidence in certain areas of the writing

· attempts to use different literary methods to engage the reader in certain areas of the writing
2 - DEVELOPING:   My voice …

· attempts to show my involvement at points but sounds distant or mechanical
· only minimally reflects my purpose 

· indicates a limited awareness of my audience

· projects limited confidence

· creates little interest in the reader
1 - EMERGING:   My voice …

· is rather flat, showing little interest in the topic
· reflects very little sense of my purpose 

· contains minimal if any awareness of my audience

· does not project that I have confidence in what I am saying

· does not attempt to get the reader involved

	WORD CHOICE
--Selecting functional, precise and descriptive words appropriate for my audience and purpose--
5 - INDEPENDENT:   My word choices …

· are highly accurate, memorable, and used in a way to make my ideas crystal clear, perhaps even quotable

· show that I know the content area very well as I use the content vocabulary with ease and skill

· utilize powerful verbs, adverbs, and adjectives to give my ideas energy and precision

· are free of wordiness, slang, jargon, common clichés/ expressions, and vague language
4 - PROFICIENT:   My word choices …

· are used appropriately to make my ideas clear and sometimes interest the reader
· use content area vocabulary appropriately to support my writing

· utilize well-chosen verbs, adverbs, and adjectives to provide clarity
· are free of wordiness, slang, and vague language, but may use jargon or common clichés/expressions to support my ideas
3 - CONNECTING:   My word choices …

· are functional to make my ideas reasonably clear
· indicate that I am familiar with the content area vocabulary
· attempt to utilize strong verbs, adverbs, and/or adjectives at certain points in my writing
· might include wordiness, slang, clichés, or other weak choices, but they generally are not problematic for what I am trying to say
2 - DEVELOPING:   My word choices …

· are rather ordinary or sometimes just don’t quite say what I mean
· include limited content area vocabulary or may not always use them appropriately
· contain basic verbs, adverbs, and adjectives

· include words that I use many times over or words that may not make my meaning clear

1 - EMERGING:   My word choices …

· don’t always make sense and might be confusing to the reader
· include few, if any, content area vocabulary
· utilize a limited number of adverbs or adjectives or use them in a manner that may puzzle the reader
· may use words that distract from or cloud my meaning
	SENTENCE FLUENCY
--Creating sentences which make sense and have a smooth flow and rhythm when I read them out loud--
5 - INDEPENDENT:   My sentences …

· are clear, direct, and to the point

· have a natural, fluent sound with one sentence flowing smoothly and rhythmically to the next

· have an extensive variety of lengths, patterns, and beginnings that make the writing interesting and connect ideas
· have avoided uncomfortably long or short structures

4 - PROFICIENT:   My sentences …

· are clear and understandable

· are smooth and easily readable

· have a variety of lengths, patterns, and beginnings, though some are repeated
· have avoided overly long or short structures
3 - CONNECTING:   My sentences …

· are mostly clear but some may stray off the point

· are mostly smooth with few awkward moments

· have attempts at different lengths, patterns, or beginnings in a few parts of the writing

· have avoided run-ons or sentence fragments
2 - DEVELOPING:   My sentences …

· are sometimes difficult to follow the meaning when you read them out loud

· sound somewhat choppy and are slow to read out loud

· are somewhat predictable in length, pattern, and beginnings

· may contain a few run-ons or fragments 

1 - EMERGING:   My sentences …

· might not always be sentences or convey my meaning very well

· are difficult to understand when read out loud

· have patterns that may make the meaning unclear
· have a number of fragments or sentences that run on and on and are difficult to follow
	CONVENTIONS

----Using correct language rules and following  presentation/layout guidelines--
5 - INDEPENDENT:   My…

· spelling and capitalization are always correct

· grammar is correct and contributes to clarity and style
· punctuation and paragraphing are effective and guide my reader through the text
· presentation is highly appealing and follows all layout guidelines

· citations/bibliography are done perfectly
4 - PROFICIENT:   My…

· spelling and capitalization are always correct, except maybe a few difficult words

· grammar is mostly correct, except difficult usages

· punctuation and paragraphing are mostly correct

· presentation guides readers to my main points and follows all layout guidelines

· citations/bibliography are mostly done according to guidelines

3 - CONNECTING:   My…

· spelling and capitalization may have only a few errors with common words

· grammar errors do not impede my meaning

· punctuation and paragraphing may have a few errors, but they do not distract from my writing

· presentation follows all layout guidelines

· citations/bibliography may have a few errors, but they are not distracting

2 - DEVELOPING:   My…

· spelling and capitalization have errors, but they shouldn’t distract my reader

· grammar errors may interfere with readability

· punctuation and paragraphing have many errors

· presentation is not very appealing and may have some layout problems

· citations/bibliography may not be very complete or have a number of errors

1 - EMERGING:   My…

· spelling/capitalization have frequent, distracting errors

· grammar is distracting and needs extensive editing

· basic punctuation is often missing or incorrect; paragraphing is irregular or overly frequent

· presentation is distracting and I didn’t follow the layout guidelines very well
· citations/bibliography are missing or do not follow guidelines


originality, liveliness, honesty, humor, excitement, conviction, suspense, and/or use of outside resources, etc.
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